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AyA Kitchens and Baths Ltd.
According to Industry Canada, kitchen cabinetry is claiming a growing share of the Canadian wood industry. So when most cabinets conjure up images of felled forests, is it possible to build a kinder, gentler kitchen?  

The answer is yes, especially if AyA Kitchens and Baths Ltd. has anything to do with it. This Mississauga, Ont.-based company combines old-world craftsmanship and high-tech manufacturing processes to develop high quality, frameless cabinetry in classic, contemporary, urban and vintage styles. In particular, AyA (pronounced “I-ya”) has an eco-friendly product line that is revolutionizing the busiest room in the home.  
EVO™ kitchen cabinetry is the linchpin of AyA’s newly expanded Green Design 2.0 initiative. Launched in 2008, EVO™ is an affordable, innovative and sustainable product line that is green, through and through. 
“Our product helps create healthier homes for our customers,” says AyA President Dave Marcus. “We also support sustainable practices in our supply chain. We work with progressive suppliers that help us stay at the cutting edge of cabinetry design.”
Firstly, EVO™ has attained certification from the Forest Stewardship Council. This international organization advocates for environmentally appropriate, socially beneficial and economically viable management of the world's forests in order to protect their biodiversity, productivity and ecological processes.
EVO™ cabinetry is made from 100 per cent recycled wood products. In addition, all EVO™ cabinets are made with only 100 per cent post-industrial wood fiber particleboard. This structural material has received Environmentally Preferable Product (EPP) certification from Scientific Certification Systems, a California-based assessment body. Awarded after an in-depth study of a product’s life cycle, an EPP designation guarantees a manufactured item has the least impact on the environment. 
EVO™ cabinetry also contributes to improved indoor air quality – the product is manufactured with no added urea formaldehyde. In fact, emissions from EVO™ cabinetry are no greater than outdoor ambient air levels. What’s more, EVO™ makes use of AyA’s low hazardous air pollutant finishes and exclusive ultraviolet-cured top coat finish. 
Thanks to all of its green-conscious features, EVO™ cabinetry is eligible for points in the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) Green Building Rating System. Specifically, the cabinetry meets criteria in LEED® categories pertaining to indoor environmental quality, and materials and resources.  
As such, AyA has played a critical role in groundbreaking green housing initiatives, such as the first LEED® Platinum community in Canada. For example, AyA has partnered with Rodeo Fine Homes in the construction of Newmarket’s EcoLogic Green Homes. 
The subdivision – as compared to its conventional counterparts –  decreases household water draw by half, and provides a 60 per cent reduction in solid waste, greenhouse gas production and energy consumption. The EcoLogic neighbourhood is expected to set the standard for green building solutions across Canada.
For more information, visit www.ayakitchens.com.

